Random Cave Encounters: RPG Random
Encounter Tables for Fantasy Tabletop
Dungeons

In the realm of fantasy role-playing games, spelunking into subterranean
caves holds a special allure for adventurers. These shadowy labyrinths
promise danger and excitement, with every twist and turn concealing
potential encounters that can shape the course of a campaign. To aid game
masters in crafting memorable cave adventures, we present a
comprehensive collection of random encounter tables tailored specifically
to these subterranean settings.

1. Giant Rats: Swarms of these vermin infest the caves, gnawing on
anything they can find.

2. Cave Spiders: Stealthy and venomous, these creatures lurk in dark
corners and ambush unsuspecting prey.

3. Bats: Colonies of bats roost in the caverns, their shrill cries echoing
through the darkness.

4. Goblins: Mischievous and cunning, goblins often inhabit caves, setting
traps and ambushing intruders.

5. Ores: Brutal and savage, orcs are a formidable foe for any group of
adventurers.

6. Trolls: Monstrous and regenerative, trolls are a fearsome challenge in
close combat.



Dragons: Ancient and powerful, dragons make their lairs in the
deepest and most dangerous caves.

Elementals: Creatures of earth, air, fire, or water, elementals guard
the secrets of the caves.
Pit Traps: Concealed pits can send adventurers tumbling into

darkness or onto spikes below.

. Arrow Traps: Triggers release a barrage of arrows from hidden
alcoves.

Boulder Traps: Rolling boulders can crush or trap adventurers in their
path.

Poison Darts: Tiny poison darts are fired from hidden blowguns,
delivering a deadly payload.

. Acid Pools: Corrosive acid pools can melt flesh and armor.
. Webs: Giant spiders spin sticky webs to ensnare their victims.

. Collapsing Tunnels: Unstable ceilings and walls may collapse,
burying adventurers in rubble.

Falling Rocks: Loose rocks can dislodge from the ceiling, causing
injury or even death.
. Gold and Gems: Hidden veins of precious metals and gems reward

those who delve deep into the caves.

Magical Artifacts: Ancient and powerful magical artifacts lie hidden in
secret chambers.



3. Ancient Scrolls: Parchment scrolls contain valuable knowledge and
secrets of the caves.

4. Forgotten Relics: Pieces of lost civilizations and forgotten treasures
can be found in forgotten corners.

5. Relics: Holy relics grant divine powers to those who possess them.

6. Legendary Weapons: Fabled weapons of immense power are said to
reside in the depths of some caves.

7. Lost Tombs: Ancient tombs contain the remains of powerful rulers and
their treasures.

8. Abandoned Fortresses: Crumbling fortresses once inhabited by long-
gone civilizations may hold hidden riches.

Drawing upon the tables provided, you can craft unique and engaging cave
encounters for your RPG campaigns. Here are some tips:

= Roll multiple times: Don't limit yourself to a single roll. By combining
creatures, traps, and treasures, you can create complex and dynamic
encounters.

= Consider the environment: The type of cave you're in can influence
the encounters you'll face. A damp cave may harbor giant rats and
cave spiders, while a volcanic cave could be home to fire elementals.

= Add plot hooks: Encounters can serve as hooks for larger storylines.
For instance, a goblin ambush could lead to a quest for a kidnapped
villager.

= Tailor to your players: Consider the strengths and weaknesses of
your players' characters when designing encounters. A party of rogues



may excel in ambushes, while a group of clerics may struggle against
undead.

= Don't be afraid to improvise: The tables provided are a jumping-off
point. Feel free to adapt and adjust encounters to fit your own story
and imagination.

Random cave encounters are an essential tool for game masters looking to
add depth and excitement to their tabletop RPG campaigns. By using the
tables presented here, you can create memorable and engaging
adventures that will keep your players on the edge of their seats. So gather
your dice, delve into the darkness, and let the random encounters guide
your path through the perilous depths of fantasy caves!
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