
Random Tables: Fantasy RPG Random
Encounter Tables for Tabletop Game Masters
As a tabletop game master (GM),one of the most important tools at your
disposal is a set of random encounter tables. These tables can help you
quickly and easily generate exciting and challenging encounters for your
players, adding variety and spontaneity to your game.

In this article, we will take a look at different types of random encounter
tables, how to use them effectively, and where to find some great resources
for creating your own tables.

Types of Random Encounter Tables

There are many different types of random encounter tables that you can
use in your games, depending on the setting and tone of your campaign.
Some of the most common types include:
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Generic encounter tables

These tables can be used to generate encounters in any type of setting or
campaign. They typically include a variety of different creatures and NPCs,
from common bandits to powerful dragons.

Setting-specific encounter tables

These tables are designed for specific settings, such as dungeons, forests,
or urban environments. They include creatures and NPCs that are
appropriate for the setting, and can help you to create a more immersive
experience for your players.

Adventure-specific encounter tables

These tables are designed for specific adventures or campaigns. They
include creatures and NPCs that are relevant to the plot of the adventure,
and can help you to keep your players on track and engaged.

How to Use Random Encounter Tables Effectively

Once you have chosen a random encounter table, you need to decide how
you are going to use it. There are two main ways to do this:

Random rolling

This is the most common way to use random encounter tables. Simply roll
a die or dice to determine which encounter you get. This method is quick
and easy, and it can lead to some interesting and unexpected encounters.

Selective rolling

This method gives you more control over the encounters that your players
will face. Before you roll the dice, take a look at the table and decide which



encounters you would like to see in your game. Then, roll the dice until you
get one of the encounters that you have chosen.

Where to Find Random Encounter Tables

There are many different resources available for finding random encounter
tables. Here are a few of the most popular:

The Dungeon Master's Guide

The Dungeon Master's Guide (DMG) is the official rulebook for Dungeons &
Dragons, and it includes a number of random encounter tables that you can
use in your games.

Online resources

There are many websites and forums that offer free random encounter
tables. You can find tables for a variety of different settings and campaigns,
and you can even create your own tables using online tools.

Adventure modules

Many pre-written adventure modules include random encounter tables that
are specific to the adventure. These tables can be a great way to add
variety to your game and keep your players engaged.

Random encounter tables are a valuable tool for any tabletop game master.
They can help you to quickly and easily generate exciting and challenging
encounters for your players, adding variety and spontaneity to your game.
By following the tips in this article, you can use random encounter tables
effectively to create a more immersive and enjoyable experience for your
players.
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