
The Enduring Story of Daisy and Violet Hilton,
the Conjoined Twins of Vaudeville
Conjoined twins, a rare and extraordinary phenomenon, have captivated
the world's fascination for centuries. Among the most renowned of these
extraordinary individuals were Daisy and Violet Hilton, sisters joined at the
hip who rose to fame in the world of vaudeville. Their story is a tale of
triumph, exploitation, and the enduring bonds of sisterhood.

The Birth of Daisy and Violet

Daisy and Violet Hilton were born on February 5, 1908, in Brighton,
England, to Kate Skinner, a single mother who worked as a seamstress.
Daisy was the first to emerge from the womb, followed by Violet a few
minutes later. To the astonishment of the attending midwife, the infants
were physically connected, their torsos fused together at the pelvic region.

Kate Skinner was devastated by the discovery of her daughters' unusual
condition. She feared that their life chances would be severely limited and
that they would face a lifetime of poverty and social isolation. Desperate for
guidance, she consulted with local doctors, who offered little hope or
encouragement.
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Early Life and Exploitation

As Daisy and Violet grew, their mother struggled to make ends meet. She
exhibited her daughters at local fairs and carnivals, earning meager wages
from curious onlookers who marveled at their unusual appearance. Mary
Hilton, a talent agent, saw the potential for financial gain in the girls'
conjoined nature and approached Kate Skinner with an offer to manage
their act.

Hilton renamed the sisters "The Hilton Sisters" and marketed them as a
sensational curiosity. She took them on tour throughout England and
Europe, showcasing their singing, dancing, and instrumental abilities. Daisy
and Violet were a hit with audiences, and their popularity grew rapidly.
However, behind the glitz and glamour, their lives were far from ideal.

Exploitation and Abuse

Hilton treated Daisy and Violet as mere commodities, exploiting their
unique condition to maximize profits. She subjected them to grueling
performance schedules and harsh treatment. The sisters were forced to
wear revealing costumes and perform degrading acts, often against their
will.
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As their fame grew, so too did the pressure on Daisy and Violet. They faced
constant scrutiny, ridicule, and objectification. Their personal lives were
invaded, and their privacy was non-existent. The emotional and
psychological toll on the sisters was immense.

Legal Battles and Autonomy

As Daisy and Violet matured, they began to resent their exploitation. They
filed a lawsuit against Hilton, seeking to regain control of their lives and
finances. A protracted legal battle ensued, with Hilton fiercely resisting their
efforts.

Finally, in 1932, Daisy and Violet won their case. They gained legal
emancipation from Hilton, securing their financial independence and the
right to make their own decisions. The Hilton Sisters became a testament
to the indomitable spirit of those who dare to challenge oppression and
injustice.

Film and Television

Daisy and Violet Hilton's story captured the attention of Hollywood, and
they appeared in several films, including "Freaks" (1932),a controversial
horror classic that explored the exploitation and marginalization of people
with disabilities. They also had guest roles on various television shows,
such as "The Ed Sullivan Show" and "The Tonight Show Starring Johnny
Carson."

Personal Lives and Later Years

After gaining their independence, Daisy and Violet pursued their own
interests. Daisy married twice, while Violet remained single. They both
enjoyed playing the piano and writing poetry. In their later years, they



settled in Charlotte, North Carolina, where they lived a relatively quiet and
private life.

Daisy passed away in 1969, at the age of 61, from complications related to
the premature birth of her daughter. Violet lived for another decade,
passing away in 1971 at the age of 63.

Legacy and Impact

The story of Daisy and Violet Hilton is a complex one, marked by both
adversity and triumph. They faced unimaginable challenges, yet they
refused to be defined by their circumstances. Their courage and resilience
continue to inspire others who face discrimination and marginalization.

The Hilton Sisters' experiences have also raised important questions about
the ethics of exploiting individuals with disabilities for entertainment
purposes. Their story serves as a reminder of the importance of respecting
the dignity and autonomy of all people, regardless of their physical or
mental abilities.

In recent years, the story of Daisy and Violet Hilton has been revisited in
various works of art, including books, documentaries, and even a
Broadway musical. Their legacy lives on as a testament to the power of the
human spirit and the unwavering bonds of sisterhood.

Additional Information

Birthplace: Brighton, England, United Kingdom

Birthdate: February 5, 1908

Names: Daisy and Violet Hilton



Physical Condition: Conjoined twins, joined at the hip

Occupation: Vaudeville performers, singers, dancers, instrumentalists

Manager: Mary Hilton

Legal Emancipation: 1932

Death: Daisy: 1969 (age 61); Violet: 1971 (age 63)
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